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Book JSTotices. 415 

PARADISE FOUND.* 



One is in some doubt whether to take this book seriously or as a joke. The au- 
thor locates paradise at the north pole. If his purpose was to be funny, his joke is 
a huge one, well conceived and thoroughly carried out. We can unhesitatingly 
award it the smile or the laugh which it deserves, and so let it pass. But however 
it may be taken by the public, there is every indication that the author does not 
consider it as a joke at all, but is, on the contrary, very much in earnest about it. 
This renders our treatment of it at once more diflScult and less agreeable ; more 
difficult, because the refutation of a manifestly absurd theory, airy and unsubstan- 
tial in its speculative nebulosity, is like firing solid shot into a cloud ; less agree- 
able, because the mental status involved in contending against plausible error is 
not so enjoyable as laughing at a good joke. 

Part I. is devoted to the history of previous attempts to locate paradise. Since 
these have all signally failed, the inference sought to be conveyed is that the pres- 
ent attempt is therefore the only successful one. Most readers will extend the 
induction, including the present attempt in the same list of failures with the rest. 

Part II. states and explains the new hypothesis. 

Part III. is entitled " The hypothesis scientifically tested and confirmed." Sci- 
entifically tested and confirmed ! Hear, hear. "Astronomical geography " confirms 
it because refraction brings the apparent place of the sun several degrees higher 
than its actual place. The six months night at the north pole is a popular delus- 
ion. The darkness lasts only say five months, or thereabouts; and even then 
there is the aurora lorealis. Therefore the conditions at the north pole are, or 
were, paradisaical. 

Under the heads "testimony of paleobotany" and "testimony of paleozo- 
ology" the author cites some undoubted facts respecting the radial distribution 
of certain animals and plants from high northern lands as a center, and from that 
leaps to the conclusion that all plants and animals, including man, have origi- 
nated in arctic regions. 

Apparently he places the date of man's residence in his arctic paradise during 
the Miocene period. If man did exist so early as that, and the evidence of it is 
extremely unsatisfactory, several perplexing questions arise. For instance. Are 
the biblical Eden and the biblical Adam identical with primitive, prehistoric man 
and his abode ? In his " Preadamites," Professor Alexander "Winchell has learn- 
edly argued that the biblical Adam was not absolutely the first man, but only the 
first white man. Many theistic evolutionists hold that the creature which existed 
on the earth possibly millions of years ago was not genuinely human, but only the 
anthropoid evolutionary highest term of the animal series before God had impart- 
ed the human spiritual nature. In view of such opinions we may well pause 
before concluding that the biblical Eden was at the north pole, even if we should 
grant that President Warren has made out his case for the origination of prehis- 
toric man in the frigid zone. 

Of the rest of the book, particularly of the attempt to fortify the argument 
from " ethnic tradition," all that need be said is that if the house itself is rotten, 
the kind of timber used to prop it up, whether green or seasoned, sound or 
decayed, does not signify much. 



* Paradise Focnd. By William P. Warren, President of Boston Universitj'. Boston: 
Hovshton, Mifflin & Co. Crown 8ro. Price, $3.00. 



